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Dogs in schools risk assessment 
School Dog Risk Assessment Introduction: The value of pet ‘therapy’ is widely accepted as a powerful aid to stimulation and communication. Studies have shown that the presence of companion animals can improve the well-being of children and lower the rate of anxiety, simply by making the environment happier, more enjoyable and less forbidding. The team at Curry Rivel have been considering obtaining a dog as a school therapy pet for some time and the decision was made in May 2022 to go ahead with the project. The rationale behind this decision was as follows: 

( To have a pet that the children could interact with and also be of benefit to the children’s social and emotional development. 

(There is an evidence proven positive impact on children’s enthusiasm for reading

(Previous experience of the Senior Leadership Team was that having a dog in school has many benefits to the children and staff within a school
It is accepted that interacting with animals is not appropriate for all children but for some it has the potential to provide many positive benefits. Any parent who does not want their child to interact with ‘Tiddly’ is invited to write to Mrs Pook and inform her of their wishes. There are no diseases associated with the dog as Pet Doctor’s will be responsible for vaccinations, including rabies and completing regular health checks and necessary treatment. Tiddly will also be insured. The risk assessment below is a working document and will be checked annually by key staff and the governing body
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Hazard
	Who is affected/at risk 
	Risk rating (low, medium, high)
	Actions/control measures
	Person responsible

	Bites, scratches or illness caused by the dog
	Staff, pupils and handlers
	Low
	· All dogs that visit are vaccinated, wormed, and treated for fleas
· Dogs are groomed before the visit with santiser used in school by the children 
· All staff and pupils are required to wash their hands after contact with dogs

· Handlers clear up dog urine and faeces promptly and dispose of this safely – this occurs away from children and staff in school 
· Dogs are not taken anywhere near food preparation areas
· Children gradually introduced to Tiddly with school staff support

· Introductory meetings have taken place with SENDCo, Tiddly and dog handler to gradually introduce school and space. Follow up visit arranged to introduce agreed children (1:1)
	Sarah Jane Morris 

(dog handler)


	Allergies
	Staff and pupils
	Medium 
	· We seek parental permission for children to interact with dogs
· We ensure the area is thoroughly cleaned down before and after use
· Children with allergies will be kept well away from the area used by the reading dog
· Dog is sterilised using school sanitiser in advance of visit
· Letters are sent to parents before requesting any objections / further advice in order to have a reading dog in school 
· Mat to be used for Tiddly which is wipeable and can be used each week. 
	Nic van Cole

Ali Pook 

	Phobias 
	Staff and pupils
	Low
	· We tell parents and children about the visit in advance
· Contact with dogs is optional and parental permission has been obtained
· Alternative activities are provided in a separate room for those with a phobia
	Nic van Cole

Ali Pook

	Activities involving the dog
	Staff, pupils, dogs and handlers
	Low
	· Handler(s) remain with dogs at all times 
· Handler(s) speak to school staff in advance and make sure the area and activity is safe 

· We check with the handler(s) and set a limit for the number of children who can interact with a dog at once

· Handler(s) clean up urine and faeces

· School staff remove children who misbehave or upset dogs 

· We set a time limit on activities as recommended by handlers, so dogs do not get tired
· Member of school staff to supervise 
· Introductory meetings have taken place with SENDCo, Tiddly and dog handler to gradually introduce school and space. Follow up visit arranged to introduce agreed children (1:1)
	Nic van Cole

Ali Pook

	Children misbehaving 
	Pupils, dogs and handlers
	Medium
	· Children are told in advance what to expect and how to behave
· School staff are present at all time during the visit

· School staff are ready to remove children who misbehave or upset dogs
· SENDCo liaises with dog handler after each reading dog day to follow up any challenges
· Introductory meetings have taken place with SENDCo, Tiddly and dog handler to gradually introduce school and space. Follow up visit arranged to introduce agreed children (1:1)
	Nic van Cole
School staff

	Damage caused to school materials, equipment and the school site
	Dogs
	Low
	· Dogs remain on a lead at all times
· Dogs are kept in secured rooms, with closed doors 

· Handlers bring suitable toys if necessary

· Area are cleared as much as possible before and after dogs visit
	Sarah Jane Morris 

(dog handler)

Nic van Cole

Ali Pook

	Dog barking and causing a fright to children 
	Children and staff
	Medium
	· Pre-visit assessments have been carried out. E.g time spent in library with dog and books dropped near dog. Doors opened and closed and adults talking and laughing. Tiddly did not respond.
	Nic van Cole

Ali Pook 

Sarah Jane Morris 

(dog handler)



	Safeguarding 
	Children and staff
	Low
	· Reading will take place in open area (library)

· Door to office/SENDCo office will be left open

· Member of staff to accompany children for session
	Nic van Cole

Ali Pook

Sarah Jane Morris 

(dog handler)
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	Get the knowledge you need to act at thekeysupport.com/sl
> Logins for all your leaders, at no extra cost
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