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The school is the admission authority and has responsibility for setting these admission 

arrangements and for making decisions regarding admissions applications. 

At Little Pips Nursery we care for 44 children between the ages of 0- 5 years. (12 babies and 

32 children between 2–4) 

The numbers and ages of children admitted to the nursery comply with the legal space 

requirements set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

We operate an inclusion and equality policy and ensure that all children have access to nursery 

places and services irrespective of their gender, race, disability, religion or belief or sexual 

orientation of parents. 

As our Nursery and Baby room are very popular, we are frequently oversubscribed and 

therefore apply criteria to applications when the number of applications exceeds the number 

of places available. 

1. Any child who has an EHCP that names Little Pips Nursery. 

2. Children in Care or who ceased to be in Care because they were adopted, made the subject 

of a residence order or made the subject of a special guardianship order who live in the 

catchment area of the school. 

3. Children who live in the school’s catchment area with a sibling on roll in the nursery or the 

school at the time of application.  

5. Other children living inside the school/nursery catchment area.  



6. Children who live outside of the school/nursery catchment area with a sibling on roll in the 

nursery or the school at application.  

7. Other children. 

 

Children with SEND 

Little Pips is an inclusive setting and accepts children with a variety of medical and learning 

needs. Staff, however, are not SEND specialists and are not specifically trained to work with 

children with SEND. Before accepting a child with SEND, careful consideration will be given 

into whether we can best meet need depending on the level of SEND already in the nursery 

and appropriate staff available to support the child and give them the highest quality early 

years’ experience. 

 

Application process 

After making contact with the Nursery parents are invited to visit the Nursery and see the 

setting in operation.  

Parents are required to complete an enquiry form stating required sessions. Confirmation of 

available sessions will be provided on receipt of this form. Available sessions will be reserved 

for up to 5 working days and confirmed on receipt of a completed contract. If a signed contract 

is not received within this time, sessions will be reallocated to the waiting list. Upon completion 

of the contract, a refundable £50 per day registration fee is charged to secure your child’s 

place with Little Pips. For children accessing funded sessions only, a refundable £50.00 holding 

fee is payable to reserve your child’s place. In the event of your child not taking up their 

sessions at Little Pips the holding fee will not be refunded. 

 

After confirmation of a place 

• We recommend children complete two short settling sessions with us before they 

officially begin their booked sessions. These are booked and agreed with the Nursery 

Manager in advance. Your child’s first settling session will be 1.5 hours in length and 

the second 2 hours in length. These two settling sessions are not chargeable, any 

further requested settling sessions will be charged at our standard rate. 

• Parents are required to complete a registration form which gives all the information 

we require about your child. 

 

 

 



Waiting Lists  

Following allocation of places, the nursery will retain a waiting list.  

• Waiting lists will be kept in order of the oversubscription criteria above.  

• Places on lists will not be prioritised according to how long a child’s name has been on 

that list or by the age of the child. It is possible that a child’s name could go down on 

a list as well as up.  

• If a place is only available for a short period of time, i.e. half a term or less, then the 

nursery will discuss with the parent whether it would be in the child’s best interest to 

attend our setting for such a short period of time before having to find a place at 

another setting. Continuity and consistency of care is most important in the early years 

and having lots of transitions can be disruptive for a child.  

• If parents choose to leave one setting where they have been funded for some of the 

15/30 hour entitlement and then apply to attend our setting instead - the setting where 

the child was initially funded will be contacted in order to obtain the Early Years 

Entitlement Funding for the remainder of the term. We must admit the child (providing 

we have space) but we will not receive funding, from Somerset County Council, for your 

child until the start of the following term.  

• Parents will not be charged for the hours accessed with us if it is within their child’s 

funding entitlement. Only those hours over and above the entitlement will be charged.  

 

Increasing the Hours Attended  

If a place becomes available, priority for the place will be given to the child/children who are 

already attending Little Pips. The place will then be offered to the waiting list. The 

oversubscription criteria will be applied to determine who should be given priority for that 

place. 

 

School place  

Whilst most children at Little Pips Nursery go on to attend Curry Rivel C of E Primary School, 

a place in the Nursery does not automatically guarantee a place in the school. A school place 

need to be applied for in the appropriate way and is subject to the school’s admission criteria.  

It is expected that parents will ensure that their child will attend at the times agreed on the 

Parent Provider Contract so that children can establish a routine and be ready to start school. 

 


